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Dr. Elizabeth Kaufman

News about the Zoo

One of the best successes that a 200 can have is the ability to help
an endangered species to recover its numbers, whether in the wild
or in other zoos also dedicated to conservation. The Biblical Zoo
deserves a pat on the back for its successes in this area so this page
is dedicated to just a few of the many successes we have had
recently. Our female Brazilian Tapir, "Babette" gave birth to her
fourth baby. The birth was happily witnessed by
visitors during a weekday moming, who thought
the little striped calf was just about the cutest
thing they had ever seen. This little guy, who
will lose his stripes as he gets older, will be
heading, like two of his brothers (which he never
met...) for a new home as it is only wise to have
one male in the exhibit with the females,
Moving on, last week the Zoo shipped 10 Prairie
Dogs to 2 new exhibit being established in a zoo
in Turkey. This may sound easy, but catching
Prainic Dogs is not! These active rodents are
quick to move and can jump really high. We
caught more than 20 before we found the right
ration of males and females and managed to give
them all their vaccinations and an identification
chip. Once their special box was fixed up and
properly labeled they were off to hopefully
establish their own breeding group. On the same
day, the Zoo shipped 15 young Black Footed
Penguins to Plock Zoo in Poland, where they
will become part of the Polish breeding
program, All 15 of the Penguins were hatched
and raised at the Biblical Zoo. Sending these youngsters served
two purposes: One was too reduce the overcrowding that our
exhibit was beginning to experience; we had 43 penguins
including 6 new babies. When Black Footed Penguins (also
known as Jackass Penguins for the Donkey-like braying sound
they make) first came to Jerusalem there were only 14 shipped to
us from a zoo in the Netherlands. They scemed to settle in happily
cnough but they didn't breed for a few years. When they finally
got comfortable enough, the babies started coming. There was a
real fear that the very young chicks might fall into the bog pool ~
in the wild chicks are hatched quite a distance from the water. To
keep everyonme safe, keepers remove the chicks shortly after
hatching 0 & special nursery where they are hand fed and
moaitored for about a month. Getting them used to hand feeding
allows us to give them medicines more easily and to get close to
each bird on a daily basis to make sure all are well. After a month
or 50, the chicks are returned to the exhibit and are re-acclimated
to the group. Chick survival rate has greatly improved since this
method was adopted, to the point that we had too many birds and
our Zoologist found a zoo looking for young penguins. The next
problem was which chicks to pick for the new zoo. After much
hard work, 15 were picked and specially lined boxes were
constructed to insure a safc journcy to Poland. The new group has
already settled in and hopefully they will form a breeding nucleus
and help with the species survival of this endangered African bird.
We wish them the best of luck!

Wishing you all a Happy Chanuhkah and don't forget
to check out our website for all the special events

during Chanukah vacation: www.jerusalemzoo.org.il
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