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Dr. Elizabeth Kaufman

Happenings by the Lake

When you come in the main gate of the Zoo the first thing you see is
“The Lake”. It is the largest single (artificial) body of water in
Jerusalem and is separated into three sections we call the Big Lake, the
Small Lake and the Flamingo area. The water originates at Moshe’s
Rock at one end, flows through all three sections and is then pumped
around again to keep things flowing and healthy. Once a year, the whole
lake is emptied and the bottom-lining bricks are scrubbed clean; a task
which involves most of the staff and huge diggers. Most visitors come
in the main gate and go right down to the
lake to watch the Siamang Monkeys,
enjoy the Swans floating gracefully and
all those cute little Mallard ducks
grubbing for plant matter by the edge.
Whereas the Lake may always look the
same, the time has come to take a closer
peck and notice some new things
happening. The Lake is one of the most
beautiful arcas of the Zoo and thanks to
the Levin family of Jerusalem it has
recently become home to three examples
of one of the most unusual trees in the
world, the Coast Redwood (Sequoia
semipervirens). This is a tree which can -
live to over 1500 ycars, can reach a height :

of 115 meters and be as thick as 7 meters o A
in diamcter. Although native to e illh 5
California, they are in the same family of > 2N 9"

trees as the Cypress so hopefully will do well in our climate especially
at the edge of the lake. Our three specimens which can be found at the
end of Fred's Bridge are as yet small but stick around and let’s sec how
big they get. After trees come birds and personally I think that Marabou
Storks are so ugly that they have their own kind of beauty. Now you can
see one, and soon a pair, standing at the edge of the Lake and. . . . well,
being ugly — kids love them for this reason. The male was injured in the
wild and after treatment could not be released so he is now a new
permanent resident. He is going to be joined by the female currently in
the African Yard who is not getting along so well with the other
residents, We hope the move from Africa to the Lake will make
everybody happier. Most exciting are the three little ducks known as
Common white cyed pochards. These diving ducks (they can dive down
to 10 meters) are part of a release and rehabilitation program run jointly
with the INPA. The natural habitat of these birds has decreased duc to
destruction, uncontrolled hunting and loss of vegetation in marshy areas
of Isracl to the point that they are classified as “critically endangered”.
The Zoo established a breeding center in the Marsh Aviary with two
pairs of these Ducks from France. The first nine eggs hatched in 2010
and six of the ducklings survived and more are expected to hatch soon.
This month three of the young ducklings were released onto the Big
Lake and the hope is they will fly away and start nesting in Northern
Isracl. For the moment they scem happy by the Lake and you can
recognize them by their small size, stripped wings, white bellies and
pink nose-rings. Yup, nose ring. Generally, all birds are banded for
distance recognition and record keeping. Most are leg bands but this
won't work with ducks that have their legs in the water most of the time.
The Zoo sent one of its keepers, Tal Romano, off to Portugal to a special
nasal ring marking and tracking course held by Dr. David Rodrigues,
the renowned Coordinator for duck nasal marking in Europe. This
technique i1s now being used in Isracl for the first ime on our daring
diving ducks. Each country is assigned a color and you guessed it..,
Isracl is PINK. Hopefully in the future, birders the world over will sec a
diving duck with a pink nasal ring and know it hatched in Israel. But for
now you can still see the three young ducks at the Big Lake.
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