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Beverly
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Burge - Hospital/Quarantine

Don’t you just love this time of year? g
Winter is just about gone and spring
is showing 'ltself off everywhere. &
Between the almond trees, the &
wildflowers, and an abundance of baby =%
critters, life at the zoo is gearing up £
for a great season. One of the most
fascinating creatures at the zoo is the é,
Black-footed or Jackass Penguin. A E5
gift of the Zaidenberg family of =
Chicago, lllinois, the Penguin Exhibit
was opened in the summer of 2000.
For the first few years, breeding was =
minimal, possibly due to the ages of =
the birds in the flock. In May, 2005, =
another group of younger birds was « = . .
added to the flock and breeding started 32 13 MmN Dy

to pick up. At long last, the idea seems to have taken hold and
breeding behavior has taken off! From a slow start, we now have
had a total of 10 chicks hatched of which 7 have survived. The 4
most recent chicks are presently being introduced to the main flock.
When eggs are laid in the nests, they are carefully monitored until
the chicks hatch. At this point the chicks are carefully removed for
a quick vet check and a weigh-in. The little ones are quickly
returned to their parents and thereafter, are weighed weekly to
ensure they are being fed and cared for properly. Shortly before
they would normally fledge or leave the nest, the youngsters are
removed for a short period of hand-raising to make sure they
acclimate to their human keepers and get used to being fed by
humans. Each penguin in the flock is individually hand fed several
times a day by the bird section keepers to ensure that they not
only get the food they need, but also to make sure they receive a
daily dose of vitamins and during the mosquito season, a medication
to prevent avian malaria, a disease, while not zoonotic or
communicable to humans, is fatal to the penguins. So you can see
why it is vital that the young birds learn quickly to come to the
keepers for food. Yehudit Nesher and her staff are currently
introducing 4 young birds to the enclosure. First they spend about
a week in a fenced off area inside the exhibit, then one day, as
would happen in the wild, the young birds are essentially pitched
in the pool, to learn just what it means to be a penguin. At first
they bob around a bit, with their heads held high until suddenly,
the idea seems to sink in and off they go, jetting around like, well,
like penguins! What is very interesting about this whole procedure
is the behavior of the adult birds. The entire adult flock leaves the
pond and lines up around the edges to watch the young birds' first
immersion and only after they start acting like proper penguins do
the adults join them in the water. The youngsters are monitored
closely and everyday are left (under the watchful eye of the keepers)
with the adult birds for longer and longer until they are fully integrated.
When the very first young penguins were introduced to the adults,
there was some aggression towards them, but over the past few
years, with more and more youngsters coming into the group, the
aggression has stopped and other than a few dominance games,
new youngsters are readily accepted. So next time you are in the
zoo, make sure to stop by the penguin exhibit and see if you can
spot the youngsters mixing things up in the penguin pool!

Have a safe and bappy Parim!
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