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As I'm sure you all know by now, a baby elephant was born at
the zoo. Gabi was bom on December 10, 2005. He is the son
of Tamar and Emmett, a bull living at Whipsnade Wild Animal
Park in the United Kingdom. Gabi was named after Dr. Gabi
Eshkar, the head veterinarian of the zoo who was killed in a road
accident in 2004. Dr. Eshkar began the project of artificial
insemination that resulted in the birth of the baby elephant. Gabi
was born after a long and arduous labor and was Tamar's first
birth. Tamar is a 20 year old elephant and therefore it was
considered a "high-risk” pregnancy and birth. The baby weighed
90 kilos at birth and according to the guidelines of normal behavior
he is nursing 15 liters of milk per day. He has gained approximately
30 kilos since his birth. Meanwhile, it is becoming very hard to
weigh him — he runs around constantly and has no desire to be
caught by anyone! From the time he was born, the elephant
kespars have besn amazed how rapid his development is. Gabi
quickly leammed all the tricks: how to slide in the mud, how to
throw sand in the air, how to collect water in his trunk and how
to act up when the other elephants are performing their daily
routine. Things just aren't like they used to be...
Mother Tamar watches over her young gz
son very closely, protects him and keeps [S8
him from harm. She listens to every EEu
sound he makes, and runs to his side if £
he seems to need her. The mother and §
baby are integrating very well into the =
herd. The other females walk with him,
and protect him just like in nature, where
the wild females will keep the youngsters
surrounded, led by one alpha female.
The staff of the Elephant Department is
continuing their regular work, with a
difference; they now have a sweet little source of pride and
amusement — Gabi the baby slephant.You can see Gabi in the
elephant enclosure daily fromthe hours of 10:00 — 13:00,
weather parmitting.
Going from very large to very small, the staff at the hospital unit
are currently working with a very tiny insectivorous bat. The bat
was brought to the zoo with and injured wing and must be hand
fed. Every morning
one of our first jobs is
to fetch the little bat
from it's cage, and sit
quietly with it in hand
while it warms up.
S When the little thing
| is warm enough, it
starts to "vibrate" and
this is the sign that it
isready toeat. Itis
being fed on meal worms, which it goes after with amazing gusto,
putting down 8 to 10 worms per feeding. It's amazing how much
such a little thing can eat! After finishing it's meal, it goes back
to sleep, cuddled down deep inside a fowel. Getting the picture
you see here was very difficult, as the vibrations are so fast, that
it is almost impossible to get an in-focus picture! Thanks to Gili
Cohen Magen, we finally succesded. One note | would like to
make, if you ever happen to find a bat in the wild, please don't
handle it. Pick it up in a box or with a towel, and contact the zoo
or the Nature Reserves Authority. Bats can carry rabies, and
while all of our staff has had rabies injections, it is not something
that you want to play around with.

Phato: Ruthl Schuaier

See you at the zoo!
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