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Beverly Burge - Hospital/Quarantine Unit

The summer holidays ended this year with a record number of
visitors. More than 220,000 people visited the zoo this summer
- a 50% uncrease over last year. The zoo was pleased to be
able to host residents from the north of the country, offering to
those escaping from the stresses of the constant rocket attacks,
special prices and even free admission in some cases. Once
again, we were happy to serve as a safe island of peace and
relaxation for the citizens of Israel. As we are all acutely aware,
High Holy days are fast approaching. During this time, besides
the usual holiday festivities,
the zoo will be opening the
newly enlarged and
refurbished leopard exhibit.
This exhibit was made
possible by a donation by
the family of Adar
Fundaminsky. Adar was a
regular volunteer in the
carnivore section until
shortly before her death
from cancer. Adar had h
always wished to see the “roo” & friend.
leopard enclosure improved, so her family decided to make her
dream come true, and so was built the Adar Fundaminsky
Leopard Exhibit. Housed in the new exhibit will be endangered
Persian Leopards. It has been estimated by scientists that there
are only 1,300 Persian Leopards in existence worldwide. "Max"
our male, was born in the Edinburgh Zoo in Scotland and has
been with us for 13 years. Two females were recently acquired
on recommendation from the Persian Leopard breeding program
(EEP) sponsored by the European Association of Zoos and
Aquariums. One of the females, "Ashur", has only three legs.
She came to us from the Budapest Zoo and lost her leg to a
male leopard when she was very young. Now a bit over a year
old, she is fully recovered, and despite her disability, runs and
jumps as well as her four legged cage mate. "Ashur" will become
an important of the captive breeding program when she is old
enough. The second female, "Adar", was born in Hanover,
Germany, but came to us via the Ljubljana Zoo in Poland. "Adar"
is 6 years old and a lovely animal! A month after the arrival of
"Adar", one of the staff passing by the exhibit window was
shocked to see a tiny new born leopard cub. It seems that
unbeknownst to the keepers at the Ljubljana Zoo, "Adar" had
managed to become pregnant! Sadly, probably due to the stress
of the move, she rejected the cub and he is currently being hand
raised. Dennis Smith, the section head of the Carnivore Unit,
has been slowly introducing the new animals, and has had
wonderful success in introducing the two females. He is now
working on convincing them to accept "Max", a task that takes
a lot of time and great patience to ensure the safety of all involved!
So, the next time you visit, be sure to stop by the Adar
Fundaminsky Leopard Exhibit and say hello to the new leopards!
Shana Tova!

Photo: Beverly Burge
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