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Beverly Burge, Section Head - Hospital/Quarantine Unit

I hope you are all enjoying the great summer weather! Things are
going strong at the zoo with new exhibits and new animals. This
month, I thought you all might enjoy hearing from one of our long-
time volunteers, Tal Simmons. You may remember her Propil article
about cooperation between the zoo and Hebrew University's
Department of Evolution, Systematics and Ecology back in June,
2002. T am sure evryone has wondered about the children of people
who work at the zoo. Do they love animals? Do they want to be
zookeepers when they grow up? If they don't like animals, is it a
crisis?! Tal's daughter Noa has been coming to work with us since she
was a toddler.

Hand-Raising a Baby Zookeeper

From 15 to 21 months of age, Noa was in charge of "quality control"
in the clinic kitchen while T helped section head Beverly Burge
prepare the food for all the animals and she quickly became quite
adept at sharing her Bamba with Fernando the resident cockatoo.
Now at the age of 4.5 years she has watched two autopsies with
fascination, countless surgeries - including one where the patient (a
huge vulture) wasn't quire asleep and started flapping on the table -
an event which she still recounts to this day with appropriate
seriousness. She has fed tortoises, turtles, ferrets, parrots and lemurs.
She is rightfully wary of mandrills because "they're grabby" - one
grabbed my shirt a few
years ago and made a
try for her Wellington
boot, too. She has never
forgotten. She likes to
wash the floor, which is
always helpful (if also a
very messy and wet
experience). Running
out of the surgery room
before the x-rays are
taken seems to be a
favorite game  at
present. She has
plagued the director,
curator, head keeper,
zoologist, all the veterinarians, and various keepers passing through -
she gives them a tour of the clinic and tells them what every animal
is and what is wrong with it. I thank them all for tolerating her in
good grace. In St Louis when visiting her grandparents, when her
grandfather pointed to a sign at the entrance and said "look, the zoo
has monkeys" she informed him, "no Tata, those are mandrills." She
recently ran screaming from the clinic when a turtle we were trying
to inject squirted out of my hands and landed on the floor in front
of her toes... she insists that it "licked" her.

I have been a volunteer at the zoo clinic since 1998 when I started
working twice a week while T was teaching a course on primate
behavior and ecology at Hebrew University. I felt it was the least I
could do as the staff had kindly agreed to give my students access to
conduct their individual research projects. I got hooked quickly and
have returned every summer to volunteer. My daughter came with
me in 2002 on Fridays when her nusery school was closed and she
has become a regular summer fixture in the clinic. This year I am not
working on any archaeological sites or bird bones, we are just having
a "working" holiday at the zoo for a solid month. Noa likes to play
zookeeper both here at the zoo, on the front or back steps of the
clinic, and also in her room at home in the UK where I teach
forensic science. I had to buy some more plastic food for her so that
she wouldn't borrow from the animal's food (she knows better than
to eat it herself, but she was "giving it to MY (stuffed) animals, Ema.
They were hungry!" She has announced plans of becoming "a zoo
animal dentist." T guess her first visit to the family dentist this past
February was also significant experience in her young life!

I feel very lucky to be able to bring her to work here at the zoo. My
father regularly took me to the laboratory with him from when I was
about 3 years old - T was the chief mouse holder while he ran his
experiments. I think T only got to dislike working in his lab as a
teenager when he made me count cells (little black dots) under the
microscope for hours on end, when we began to argue about how to
mix chemical solutions, and when he insisted that I touched my
gown prior to a surgical procedure and had to leave the room. It was,
however, a teenage thing, not a dislike of science.

Likewise, I expect that the zoo will wane on her at some point in the
coming years and that is fine. T doubt that she will ever forget the
experiences she has had, the wonderful (tolerant) people she has
encountered, and her love of and fascination with animals. I will
always be very grateful to the zoo for allowing me to share all of this
with her.
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THE AURA OF ART TO TOUCH YOUR HEART
AT THE 7200

An exhibit of collages and oil pastel drawings by
the artist Elayne Rosman.

With gentle hand and pastel colors, the exhibition highlights the
artist's sketches of views of the flora and fauna of the zoo.

The exhibition will be presented at the Noah's Ark Visitor Center
until September, 2005.
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