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Beverly Burge, Section Head - Hospital/Quarantine Unit

The summer has finally arrived and the Zoo is jumping! The new
walk-through Australian exhibit is moving along, with the planned
opening to occur this fall. The animals that will be on display there
include Flying Foxes, Kangaroos,
Wallabies, Keas and assorted
Australian reptiles, as well as
presentations on Australian culture,
both human and animal.

The Primate section was quite
surprised to welcome twin chimps
born to Maya, the alpha female.
This happened, despite the fact that
as far as we knew, there were no
fertile males in the group. Enter
Nicky, a juvenile male, who,
evidently, was a bit more precocious
than we thought. A busy boy was our
little Nicky, as not only Maya, but a number of other females seem to
be in the family way. The Small Animal Building is celebrating the
birth of even more Meerkats! Stop by there next time you are in the
Zoo and spend some time just watching the Meerkats. They are a
fascinating group and when you get to know them, the interaction
between the group members rivals anything that goes on in a small
town or a kibbutz! Our new Cheetah, Desert, is spending more and
more time out in the enclosure under the strict supervision of her
keeper Dennis. Last week she discovered the joys of climbing trees,
although, the first time she went up, she was too frightened to come
down on her own, so Dennis had to rescue her! She is also being
very slowly introduced to the male Onyx. A picture of Desert, as well
as many other new animals, can be seen on our website under News
and Events. (http://www.jerusalemzoo.org.il). You will also find a
schedule of special events for summer as well as guided feedings,
lectures, music and performances.

Now for a bit of a change, I have a favor to ask of you all. I've been
writing Zoo Tails for 4 years now, and I would really enjoy hearing
from you with suggestions of topics that you would like to see, as well
as any comments you would like to make. My email address at the
Zoo is: zstaff@netvision.net.il or you can send me a letter in care of
the Zoo at P.O.Box 898, Jerusalem 91008.

Have a great summer and see you at the Zoo!
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FOURTH OF JULY

AACI, the Association of Americans and Canadians in Israel, is
pleased to announce that they will again be holding their Fourth of
July/Canada Day Celebration at the Tisch Family Zoological
Gardens. This will be the third year in a row that we will be
celebrating at the Jerusalem Biblical Zoo which can only say we are
very happy to be there again.

Programs which include music, sports, games, and activities for the
whole family will be taking place between 3-8 pm. There will be
concerts for both children and adults. Field races will be held
including the traditional potato sack and 3-legged races in addition
to a tug-a-war and parachute games. Other entertainment for
children features a magician, juggler, caricature
artist, and balloon sculptor. Arts and crafts
activities include origami, face painting, and
pottery. Our menu, which is certified kosher,
includes the traditional burgers, hot dogs,
French fries, etc. There will also be pizza,
sandwiches, potato chips, ice cream, and lots
of cold drinks. Meat and dairy products will be
served at seperate snack bars.

There are no additional charges for any of these activities. They are
included with the general admission to the zoo whether it via an
individual paid entrance to the zoo for that day or a year-round
membership. This events is co-sponsored by Israel Discount Bank
and "The Jerusalem Post". Please come and join us for a fun filled
day in English for both young and old alike. See you there!
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