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Beverly Burge, Section Head - Hospital/Quarantine
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Summer is winding down and hints of the coming winter are
coloring the landscape. Preparations for the seasonal change at Zoo
start early, usually around midsummer. The animal department
section-heads do a thorough check of all the facilities, making lists of
things that need to be repaired and equipment that needs to be
replaced or ordered. Other department heads, such as Gardening
and Maintenance also do inventory and plan out projects that can
be done during the quieter time of winter. They are currently working
hard on the new Australian Yard, slated to open this spring. The
exhibit will feature animals and birds from Australia.

When all the lists are finished and all the plans made, meetings are
held with the head keeper and the various department and section
head. All factors are taken into consideration, from animal health
and welfare to cost consideration. As you can imagine, sometimes
these meetings can get, shall we say, exciting? The lists and proposals
go from there to the head veterinarian and ultimately to the director
of the zoo where the final decisions will be made. As summer
progresses and the zoo gets busier, winter projects are put on the
back burner while the staff devotes all their attention to our summer
visitors. With the start of school and the decrease in visitors,
attention returns to preparations for winter. Heaters are checked,
both space heaters and in-floor units, storage faculties are cleaned
and repaired to ensure that they will stay dry. Supplies such as hay
and straw are ordered for delivery. In the hospital unit, donations of
used towels and blankets are happily received. Heating pads and hair
blow-dryers are checked in preparation for an influx of cold or wet
animals. Invariably, the first rain storm brings on the birth of
numerous grass-eater types, and some infants end up suffering from
exposure, so they are brought to the hospital for warming and drying
and then returned, when ever possible to their dams.

The health and welfare of the staff is also of importance, so winter
clothes, jackets, rain-suits and boots are purchased and issued. The
keepers and support staff are all given flu shots, both to protect the
workers, but also to prevent sensitive species from being infected.
Many years ago, before the flu vaccines were used, the entire chimp
group got the flu from one of the keepers. As a result an active
preventive program was started, incuding the use of an anti-viral
medication called "Sambucol", whose use reduced the number and
duration of colds and other viral infections by a significant
percentage. By the time winter arrives, the zoo is fully prepared and
the staff can face the cold season with peace of mind, assured that all
our animals are safe and secure!

Here is wishing all of you sweet and peaceful New Year!
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Norman Cohen

One of the old time volunteers. Defently, the oldest at the zoo,
Celebrating his 80 birthday this year.

Norman and Lola, his wife for the last 51 years come to the zoo
together: "Cannot do without her", says Norman. "She does the
cooking and I do the cleaning and the crying". Norman was born in
Coventry England and as he says: "100 German air raids in one night
during the Blitz wiped out the town and the family furniture store". As
a teenager he wanted to become a farmer. To become one he meant
to leave home and live on a farm and learn the job. But the farm
closed down and so his father thought that an accounting is a good
profession. But then everybody joined the army, so Norman stayed
as a good son in their new store. He joined the British army at 1942
and as a soldier he landed in France on D-day and was moved
around Europe as needed.

Birmingham was where his life with Lola began, where their 3
children were born. In 1985 they made Aliya. "The truth is that on
1947 1 should have come to Israel, I was a trained soldier wasn't I?,
but a good son doesn't leave his old parents and goes away".

His first days at the zoo were right after the zoo had moved to its new
location and Norman worked at the grass eaters dept till the straw
came close to breaking his back. Lola was by the children zoo (about
Lola see at the Propil #59 Nov 2002). So they both moved to work on
Sunday, always on Sundays, with Beverly at the clinic. Always on time,
very relaible. The Cohens are also guiding tours of the zoo in
English. "There is no other place, which can give pleasure to all at
once, like the zoo, says Norman.

"Who is your favorite animal?' - "The Lemurs", he answers.
Your favorite music? - "Classics of the 30th-40th.

Favorite food? - "Fish and chips, of course".

We all wish a Shana Tova and a happy and a healthy year to Norman
and Lola and their children and 4 grand children.

"Life is what you think and make of it", says Norman "and it is all
written in the Torah".
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