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Dr. Elizabeth Kauphman

Renovations and Revelations —
Chimpanzees and Lories

There is a rule when you are considering renovating your home, or even
2 room in your home. What's the rule? Expect it to be 20% more
expensive, 20% more aggravating and take 20% more time than yon
want it to be. Several friends of mine are doing renovations and so far
the rule is holding true; except here at the Biblical Zoo. Have you been
by the Chimpanzee exhibit lately? It recently went under extensive
renovation and is now open again and the only thing
1 can say about it is that it is 20% more exciting and
Firstly, the chimps couldn't move out to a hotel or in
with their parents or in-laws while work was being
done. Everything had to be done around their needs o
in order to reduce the stress on them as much as -
possible during this time. The chimps were kept °
indoors for six weeks, a time that required a lot of

work from their keepers. A lot of preparatory work
had to be done before construction could begin: new
loysandplayspammndsihcnhlmpmmhnm
had to be prep hedul ized and the
kmmmmamdmnandlumngmm
1o keep them occupied (They even watched "Baby
Mozart", but showed no great interest). The exhibit
itself has been planned with the invol of the 2 1 ;o
Zpo's Curator, Primate keepers, Zoologist, Veterinarians and Zoo
Architect and the end product is a modern, fabulous and exiting exhibit
for chimps and visitors alike. The exhibit has been expanded to give the
chimps more room to run and jump and play. The moat has been filled
in for most of its length and huge extra strong plate glass windows run
along the front of the exhibit to allow the chimps to come face to face
with the public. There are new behavioral enrichment "toys" near the
window not only for the chimps' entertainment but also to educate the
public about various aspects of the chimpanzee's innate intelligence,
strength, use of tools and problem
solving abilities. Such a face to face
encounter with the chimps is
entertaining for those on both sides of
the window. A bridge runs along the
length of the exhibit to an overlook
situated at the Western edge where
people arc able to stand and enjoy a
wider view of the groups' activities. So
on your next visit, don't forget to come
and sce the chimps! The other
construction we have all been waiting
for is the walk-through Lori Aviary. Set
across from the Bear exhibit, this very
charming and beautiful new aviary has

{6 13) nnseven
bmﬁmxhadfm lwfh:]s,bntl‘tbuokhm:fhu'dle Laories to adjust to their
before

new the aviary to visitors. Now
ﬂlctheleamedhawtoaomeandmﬁumspomlfwdcumoﬁered
by visitors, Ynummwwdﬁ:wmsandobwve‘hemwpmﬂ:aufood
cups of speci pared nectar at the to the exhibit. They will
hndmmmmdhappm!hckmcmﬁcmmecupsm«
they may choose to land on your shoulder or lap. On occasion they
mls]ﬂcvmlandmynwhmdlmlnna\wnymmoﬂhespﬁmll
places that emph t humsans and animals.
weal.lmjoyﬂwhmupmtmﬂlmla Some of them provide us with
warmth and love and some with a sense of closeness and interest. The
visit in the aviary connects the visitors to the animals by means of love
and respect. So the first time you come into the aviary you will have the
experience of a lifetime; up close and personal with these beautiful
gentle birds.

We're waliting for you with a winter full of new things to see

and learn and experience!

You are invited to join the Tu B'Shvat celebrations at the

Zoo — on Jan. 28 th, 2011. check out our website for details!
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