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Over the years the Jerusalem Biblical Zoo has become a major promoter
of nature conservation activities throughout Israel, far beyond the
geographical confines of the zoo itself, using various methods: raising
public awareness, education, breeding, reintroduction and research,
working in conjunction with organizations such as the INNPPA, the
SPNI and academic research institutions. It allocates many resources,
by means of donations from Israel and abroad; through its Friends
Association, and through the Biblical Zoo research grant fund named
after its founder, the late Professor Aharon Shulov. The zoo has decided
to focus on programs for species native to Israel that have recently
become extinct or are in grave danger of doing so:

Critically Endangered in
Israel. The Biblical Zoo
is conducting a years-
long program combining
genetic research, field
research and field
surveys with the
establishment of a
breeding nucleus at the
700.

photo: Adi Phillipsborn
Critically Endangered in Israel. The blind prawn is a species of crustacean
that lives only in one underground spring on the Northern shores of the Sea
of Galilee. In response to an appeal by the INNPPA, a breeding nucleus of
blind prawns was established at the zoo, behind the scenes in the Wet Side
Story exhibit. Specimens from the wild were brought to the zoo, constituting
a preservation “bank” for these rare crustaceans. (see article on front page).

Vulnerable in Israel. The National Breeding Center of
Birds of Prey is located at the zoo, behind the scenes. All vulture eggs from
breeding facilities throughout Israel and, in recent years, from nests in the
wild, are brought to the center to ensure that the chicks will develop safely.
The chicks that hatch at the center every year are placed in the care of foster
pairs of vultures intended for future release into the wild.

Critically Endangered. This unique fish species
lives only in the springs adjacent to the Dead Sea. It is found nowhere else
in the world, and is in grave danger of extinction because of the deteriorating
condition of the Dead Sea and habitat destruction. Research, the establishment
of a breeding nucleus in the Wet Side Story compound and the reconstruction
of the fish’s natural habitat in Neot Hakikar region are some of the activities
undertaken by the zoo in an attempt to save the species from extinction in
the only place in the world where it can be found!

Critically Endangered in Israel. The INNPPA, the SPNI
and the Jerusalem Biblical Zoo are working together on a long-term project
designed to save the otter. In a dramatic and unusual move, the breeding
nucleus was captured in the wild and placed in a special facility established
at the zoo with funds raised by the Friends of the Zoo.

Reintroduced into the wild in recent years.
The Zoo has one of the largest breeding nuclei of Fallow deer, which
disappeared from the local landscape at the end of the 19" century. The zoo
is involved in reintroduction of the deer into the wild, in the Nahal Kziv area
in North-Western Galilees and Nahal Sorek in the Jerusalem hills.

Together with other zoos and nature conservation organizations throughout
the world , the Jerusalem Zoo is participating in other worldwide initiatives
in effort to conserve other animal species threatened by extinction.

Join us on

facebook.
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